
torney, p~ogectlting attorney, and m 1903 waa elected to the state 
legislature of Colorado. Doring that time dm, on Decembsi 28, 
1899, at Hutchinson, m, he was mamed to Eiizabeth Myrtle 
Broughton. Finding the elevation of Florence unfavorable to the 
h d t h  of Mrs. Meserve, in 1906 the family, then increased to three 
by the birth of a daughter, Naomi Relen Meserve, removed to Ok- 
lahoma and located at Tnlss, which continued to be their home, 
and where Mr. Meserve continued in the practice of law, except 
for a period of five years when he served rur asshmt United States 
District Attorney at Mnekogee. His experience in this capacity 
covered the formative period of Oklahoma history, brought him 
many interesting contacts with the historical development of the 
Btste, cmd gave him an interesting participation in the solution of 
many determined qaegtions of policy and Indian administration. 
Having acquired the *on of the government in its Indian policy, 
he aided in initiating and carrying through the c o m b  much im- 
portant litigation leading to the settlement of questions of profound 
interest and of wide application to Oklahoma's history. 

After completing his service as assistant United States Attorney, 
Mr. Meeerve returned to  the general practice of law in Tulsa, dur- 
ing which time he assumed also the duties of attorney of that 
growing metropolis. Mr. Meserve's activities thus awakened and 
quickened his interest in Oklahoma history, giving him a broad and 
soholarly conception of historical values, with which' he endowed the 
board on which he served with such conspicuous benefit to the 
Society. As a member of this board, it is a melancholy pleasure 
to testify to the sterling qualities and lovable personality of our 
departed member. One can not help feeling that he has left with 
us not only pleasant recollections but a heritage of good counsel 
and achievements by which he will long be remembered. 

Mr. Meserve was a member of the Trinity Episcopal Church of 
T u b ,  the Sons of the American Revolution, and the Tulsa Club. 
He died on January 1, 1943, fmFvived by his widow and his daughter, 
now the wife of Glenn Arthur Campbell of Tulsa. Funeral services 
were'held for Mr. Meserve at the Trinity Episoopal Chuch at  Tulsa, 
on January 4, 1943. Members of the board of directors of the So- 
ciety attended to pay their last m e m e  of tribute to their friend. 

PHILIP ASHTON NORRIS 
1 8 6 3 - i ~ 2  

By Robert L. Williams 
Philip &ton N o h ,  born near Bdillers Grove, Hopkins County, 

T-, on January 19, 1863, was the son of b r g e  W. Norrh, born 
in Dallas County, Alabama, and Susan Trigg N o h ,  born in Estes 
County, Kentucky. 

Spaan Curl Crawford Arbery was his maternal grandmother. 
Her maternal grandfather, Robert Arbery, an English soldier in 



(3enem.t Packenham's Army, was captured at the Battle of New 
Orleans in 1815. 

His father was in the twenty-third Teurs Cavalry, Confederate 
States Army, a recorded in the Confederate Records at Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

Mr. Norris was a t  the time of his death, a life member of the 
Oklahoma Histmical Society, becoming so in 1939, after having been 
an annual member for years prior thereto. At @e time he f i  
application for his life membership, he stated that he desired to be 
on the honor roll of the Historical Society through a life member- 
ship, and was a strong supporter of the Historical Society. 

His f i i  marriage was to Alice McCormick of Rockbridge Baths, 
Virginia, in 1890, and from that marriage he is survived by two 
children, Mrs. Charles Nelson Berry and her two aons, Charles Nel- 
son Berry, Jr. and Robe,rt Norris Berry, of Oklahoma City; and 
Mra J. Kingsley Hall and her son, Lieutenant Philip Aahton Hall 
of San Marino, California. 

Further surviving him are the surviving widow of hits second 
marriage, Mrs. Josephine Sparks Norris, to whom he was married 
on June 21, 1905 a t  Shawnee, Oklahoma, and the following children 
of that marriage: Mrs. William (3. Peteraon, Frank C. Norris, 
Philip Ashton Norris, Jr., John C. Noms, Tom Randolph Norris 
and Mrs. Denver B. Davison of Ada, Oklahoma, and two sisters, Mrs. 
Lizzie Mitchell and Mrs. B. J. Mitchell of Gnenville, Texas. 

Two sons are in the military service in World War 11, to-wit: 
First Lieutenant Philip Ashton Norris, Jr., stationed at  Wilmington, 
Delaware in the United States Air Force Ferrjing Command, and 
First Lieutenant Tom Randolph Norris in a troop carrier squadron 
stationed a t  Alliance, Nebraska. Another son, Harry Ashton Norris, 
was killed in a car-train crash December 24, 1933. 

Philip Ashton Norris started his business career in a print shop 
at Daingerfield, Texss, and also clerked in a general store for W. B. 
Womack & Son, at Daingerfield, Texas, who was afterwards a prom- 
inent business man at  Whitewright, Texas, as he had been at  Dain- 
gerfield. For a number of years Philip Ashton Norria waa book- 
keeper in The First National Bank of Greenville, Texas, and from 
1890 to 1904 was Cashier of The First National Bank of Commerce, 
Texas. He came to Shawnee, Oklahoma Territory in 1904 and be- 
came general manager of the Shawnee Cotton Oil Mill from that 
time until 1912. Before severing his connection in such capacity 
in 1911 he moved to Ada and from that time until his death his 
home was there and he had a part in practically everything of a 
commercial nature relating to said city and the civic enterprises 
therein. During practically all the time he had been President of 
the First National Bank of Ada, and after organizing the Choctaw 
Cotton Oil Company, was its President for many years. It waa one 
of the largest cotton seed oil concerns of the southwest and is still 
operating with headquarters at  Ada. He was also President of the 



Lamar Cottan Oil Company of Paris, Texas, The Honey Grove h t t o n  
Oil Company of Honey Grove, Texas; The Mount Pleasant Oil Mill 
of Mount Pleasant, Texas, the Sulphur Springs Cotton Oil Com- 
pany of Sulphur Springs, Texas, and the Commerce Oil Mill, Com- 
merce, Texas. For the last few years these concerns have been 
operated 8a Norris Mills, with general offices in Dallas. He was 
associated with Kay Kimbell in a string of oil mills at Lamesa, Big 
Spring, Mcinney and Greenville, Texas. 

During World War I he efficiently served as Federal Fuel Ad- 
ministrator of Oklahoma, without financial remuneration, and at 
the close of his services received commendation from the Federal 
authorities. On account of his ability, efficiency and character, his 
presidency of financial institutions inspired confidence. He mani- 
fested an active interest generally in farming and in industrial and 
commercial business. 

He numbered many friends among the leaders in the commer- 
cial and financial world. He was a member of the Episcopal Church, 
Ada Lions Club, a 32d degree Mason and was a member of the 
Council of National Defense during World War I, and the Red 
Cross, a Democrat, and a member of the Oak Hills Country Club at 
Ada. 

H e  finished the grade school at Daingerfield, Texas at  the age 
of fourteen. With little formal education, on account of the result 
of the Civil War, he was self-educated to no mean degree and his 
proficiency in the English language was. superior to that of many 
college graduates. His knowledge of the Civil War was compre- 
hensive and inexhaustive. He continued to study, learn and lead 
as long as he lived. He was a remarkable man. 

GENERAL JOHN JOSEPH COPPINGER 
COMMANDANT FORT GIBSON 

By Carolyn Thomas Foreman 
John Joseph Coppinger, born at  Cove of Cork, County Cork, 

Ireland, November 10, 1834, was appointed a captain in the Four- 
teenth Infantry, United States Army, from the state of New Pork, 
September 30, 1861. He had some knowledge of French and Span- 
ish; no business training; he had given attention to tactics, field 
fortifications, and general reading of history.' 

As a young man Coppinger was a lieutenant and captain in the 
Army of the  Pope in the Papal War against Victor Emmanuel. He 
was made a chevalier of that corps for gallantry in action at  La 
Raca in 1860. At the outbreak of the Civil War he came to the 
United States and volunteered for service. Archbishop John Hughes 
had been induced by President Lincoln to visit Europe in behalf 

1Adjutant General's Office, "Old Maj. Gen. John Joseph Coppinger. 
According to the first edition of Who's Who in America, 1899-1900, General Cop 
pinger was born October 11, 183A 


